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Hildegard of Bingen, Saint (6 February 1098 - 8 October 1179) was a German Benedictine nun
and abbess who was one of the most prominent authors of her time, inspiring such poets as
Dante and forming a spiritual movement known as conventualism. At the time of her death, she
was one of the most renowned and influential people in the history of western philosophy.The
medieval world view that Hildegard held was very similar to that of the Venerable Bede, which
was the first to write the history of the Church and Western Europe in Latin, and Hildegard
could have read his work. Hildegard was the author of many of the writings that bear her name.
Hildegard of Bingen (Hildegard von Bingen; Medieval Latin: Hildegardis saeculi; Medieval
German: Hildegardis abbatissa or Hildegardis de Bingo Niga) was a Benedictine nun and
abbess, best remembered for her many visionary theological treatises, including Scivias, and for
her voluminous musical composition. Her theology and philosophy are discussed in Anthony
Kenny's Hildegard of Bingen: Her Life, Thought and Letters and Lawrence Krauss's Universe
From Nothing. Hildegard's theology is deeply tied to the Benedictine Rule and was influenced
by the writings of Benedict of Nursia (480-547) and Leo the Great. Her writings combine with
those of other nuns, her personal visions, and her musical compositions in elaborating visions of
the cosmos and the divine, including a vision of a microcosm within her own self. She founded
several monasteries in the Rhine valley and later went into a monastic order of her own, in
which she lived out her last four years of life. Hildegard was born into the nobility of Rupertswil
in the Diocese of Konstanz as Cunigunde (meaning "Daughter of Dagobert"). Her parents named
her after Hildegardis of Bingen, a friend of Hildegard's great-grandmother and a nun in that
monastery. Initially it appears that Cunigunde was pious, having been educated by her mother
Hildegard. Two of her sisters, Bertha (died 1109) and Walburga (died 1133), became nuns,
though Hildegard's brother Gerhard died
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