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outinasceu. Comments .Some have compared him to comedian Jerry Seinfeld, others to
Marvel’s Spider-Man, and still others to Frank Sinatra. Either way, John Gatto’s long and
lucrative career as one of the world’s most successful filmmakers and actors is about to be
terminated. Last month the Australian Film Commission granted Gatto’s production, a five-part
espionage TV mini-series, a tax incentive. More than $1 million in state money was at stake.
Today it has been revealed that the federal government has quashed the deal. The
government’s internal investigation concluded that the scheme had no legitimate purpose and
was not in the public interest. The office of the Australian Human Rights Commission
conducted a parallel investigation into the commission’s tax deductions. Again, the AHRC found
that the process and the applicants were not in the public interest. Notably, the AHRC found
that both inquiries failed to consider the full range of public interests. It was a failure of
political leadership to ensure a thorough and informed inquiry. The Australian Communications
and Media Authority also conducted an audit of the commission’s tax deductions and found that
they were not in the public interest and were conducted in a “bizarre” and “unusual manner”.
The federal attorney-general, George Brandis, today took the opportunity to announce that Mr
Gatto’s role in the five-part series has been terminated. It is extraordinary that the government
would engage in a process that resulted in the termination of a film that had already attracted
$23.5 million in investment, including more than $10 million from the federal government. The
decision to terminate the scheme in so short a time is unprecedented. Such a decision would
normally be taken months or even years after the fact. In this case, Mr Gatto’s rights under the
scheme expired less than a week after it was announced. The scheme was an open invitation
for companies, unions and the media to engage in questionable behaviour. So much so, that the
Australian Tax Office questioned whether the scheme was in the public interest.
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