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Heavy Balling of D.R. Congo Moves The international community were already very alarmed, with some
observers predicting violent demonstrations. The conflict of Kisangani, which had been reportedly calm since
last month (eleven ) was already starting to heat up. There was an emerging pattern of tense relations
between Kisangani and Kinshasa after the government in Kinshasa had refused to allow the international
community to intervene to stop the heavy balling of DR Congo into the otherwise peaceful neighbourhood. As
tension mounted in the region, the international community felt that it needed to act and so sent the UN
peacekeeping mission, UNOMS, which commenced its first deployment in the region. In a highly symbolic
move, the head of UNOMS, Mr Herve Ladsous, flew to Kisangani on November 30 on the eighth day of the
conflict. The DR Congolese government, which was supporting and supplying the military, felt that they were
losing the conflict and that the UN could make all the difference in bringing to an end the conflict and
starting the peace process. The Rwandan and Ugandan militaries had already laid claim to Kisangani; Tutsi
troops from Rwanda, Uganda, Burundi and Tanzania had been deployed on the eastern side of the city at the
beginning of the conflict. Closer to Kisangani, the government in Kinshasa deployed its own troops and took
the city of Mbanza-Ngungu to its west. The actual fighting was on the other side. DR Congo, supported by
UNOMS, was planning a military thrust to take Kisangani, attack and capture the Ugandan and Rwandan and
destroy the eastern side of Kisangani. The DR Congo was backed up by its allies in Chad, Sudan, Zimbabwe,
Namibia and Namibia, which is a third ally of the DR Congo in the same conflict. This was a highly symbolic
clash between the two sides. The 79a2804d6b
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